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Press Release 

 

It is reported that the Prime Minister, himself has signed the cabinet paper prepared to close down the Public 

Utilities Commission of Sri Lanka in violating his own words and promise to amend the Public Utilities 

Commission of Sri Lanka Act and the Electricity Act to expedite the development projects. 

The previous government tried to close down the Public Utilities Commission after it rejected the proposals to 

purchase 1,650 megawatts of unwanted electricity.  

 

As a result, Mahinda Rajapaksa, the then Leader of the Opposition, defeated the amendment to the Public 

Utilities Commission of Sri Lanka Act.  At present, the government is preparing to purchase large quantities of 

electricity in violation of the Electricity Act. 

Those are,  

 

1. Allowing a selected Chinese company to build a coal power plant in Norochcholai without any tender 

procedure. Attempts have been made to obtain the approval of the Public Utilities Commission of Sri 

Lanka for this proposal without even mentioning the selling price of electricity from this Chinese power 

plant but the Public Utilities Commission has rejected it. 

 

2. Granting an LNG plant complex to an American company 

 

3. Purchase of diesel from the private sector for 10 years 

 

It is no secret that the Electricity Mafia is conspiring to shut down the Public Utilities Commission of Sri Lanka, 

knowing that the Public Utilities Commission of Sri Lanka will not approve these illegal electricity projects. This 

electricity mafia is made up of CEB electrical engineers, officials of the Ministry of Power, Ministry of Finance 

and Secretaries to the Presidential Secretariat, ambassadors, local and foreign crooks. 

The construction of 1450 MW low-cost power plants approved by the Public Utilities Commission of Sri Lanka 

has been delayed by the CEB engineers connected to the electricity mafia. Also, the CEB Electricity Mafia has 

submitted 16 proposals for the purchase of unnecessary emergency power instead of low-cost power plants 

to the Utilities Commission for approval. It's close to 2,000 megawatts. If these unnecessary purchases of 

electricity were allowed, the price of a unit of electricity today would be higher than the price of coconut. 

The power mafia wants to pass on the losses incurred by the CEB due to corruption and inefficiency to the CEB. 

The Public Utilities Commission of Sri Lanka does not allow the increase in electricity tariffs. The National 

Coalition for the Protection of Civil Rights calls on the people to unite to defeat the conspiracy of government 

officials and politicians to distribute power plants to their allies and charge consumers for the high prices paid 

for them. 


